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RAINBOW CONNECTION 

A Final Reflection from the Diocesan Spiritual Advisor Peter Johnson 

  Philippians 1: 3-11 

    (full transcript at cursillotasmania.org.au) 

Peter begins with saying that with so many problems besetting the world at the moment, how are we to 

cope? Paul wrote this letter to the Philippians when he was in prison. He wasn’t in lock down; he was 

locked up! Yet, throughout this letter, his overwhelming theme is summed up by this command; 'rejoice'. 

How are we able to look at all the things in our lives which perplex and vex us, and still turn to each 

other and say rejoice? Can we live with the inconvenience of Covid, and say rejoice? Are we able to 

experience all that assails the Church in general, and ourselves, and still say rejoice? Peter says that Paul 

isn't telling us to rejoice at the sufferings we experience. Paul is saying is that we can rejoice despite the 

difficulties that confront us. In fact, he’s saying that we should rejoice.  

Paul is telling us that we can do so because of the love that God has for us, and of being able to be sure 

of his presence with us even in our difficulties. To be able to rejoice in difficult times as we live our lives, 

we have to understand the workings of God's power amongst us.  

Peter continues saying that we have God’s promise that he will hear us when we ask in faith. But, with all 

this to comfort us, it doesn't always seem easy, does it? There are times, when we can wonder when Paul 

says that all our needs will be met. Well now, are they? Here's the rub. Yes, our every need is met, but 

not our every want. The way to follow is always there in front of us, but we can only see it when we stop 

thinking of our own paths. Are we to hold back as problems arise?  Should we let frustration, and worse 

still inertia, overcome us? Far from it. Remember how Paul spoke of his difficulties; rejoice!  

Peter wants us to focus on this verse 'And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 

in glory in Christ Jesus.' The watchword is simply this: the supply for all our needs is in Jesus. He has al-

ready met all our problems and provided for them, and there's no turning back from this, not ever.  

Peter says that we have become linked to the ever-flowing torrent of God's grace, which can never, ever 

run out. There's enough for the needs of all humanity, and even then, there will be an infinity left over. 

Well might Paul tell us to rejoice. God’s loving care for us is infinite, and that is not just then, but now in 

our lives. Rejoice.  

You are invited to a Southern Regional Ultreya 

at Lindisfarne Anglican, Lincoln Street 

 On Sat 7th November 2020 

  2 pm - 4 pm 

 Theme:-  "With God all Things are Possible" 

     Theme Verse:- Matthew 19:26 

 Witness Speaker:- The Rev'd Lee Weissel 

Come and enjoy chatting to other Cursillistas in person (at a safe distance). 

Due to current restrictions there will be no shared food and drinks. 



    A Message from Ruth Thomas, our new DLD 

It was my privilege to be commissioned as the Diocesan Lay Director for Cursillo Tasmania on Sat 3rd 

October at St James with some people there in person and some attending by Zoom. There was quite a 

flurry of commissioning and decommissioning as the incoming Secretariat was formed.  The incoming  

Diocesan Spiritual Director is the Rev’d Lee Weissel who then decommissioned the Rev’d Peter Johnson 

from the position of Diocesan Spiritual Director and the Rev’d Christina Campton (via Zoom) from the 

position of Assistant Diocesan Spiritual Director. Shirley Tongue was decommissioned as Diocesan Lay 

Director and then commissioned as the incoming Web Page and FaceBook Editor. David Thomas was 

commissioned as the Data Base Coodinator with Peter Blyth continuing to offer technical support and 

guidance until the intricacies of the data base have been understood. The long standing and very able 

Web Master, Wes James, was decommissioned from his role a little later that day.    

1 Thessalonians 1:2 and 3 comes to mind.  “We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you 

in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ”.  

In the February issue of the Rainbow Connection Shirley encouraged you to “grow in your relationship 

with Jesus, increase your understanding of his will for your life and for his church and rejoice in your ser-

vice of him”. I trust you have had the opportunity to do that through all the challenges that you have had 

to face this year. Although some restrictions have been eased, the three day residential weekends are 

not yet permitted. We are looking forward to a time when we can plan for MW34 and be confident that 

it will take place on the date set. In the meantime Regional Ultreyas are encouraged and already being 

planned. The Southern one will be on Nov 7th 2-4pm at Lindisfarne Anglican. Details for the Ultreyas in 

the North and North West will be published when dates have been set. So 

many things have happened this year to unsettle and disrupt our expecta-

tions, may the love of our Lord and Saviour continue to uphold you and 

support you as you show that love to others.  

Romans 15:5 “May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 

to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus”.  

De Colores and Ultreya  

     A Message from Shirley Tongue, our previous DLD 

Thank you all so much for the support and encouragement I have received over the past four years as 

DLD.  It has been an exciting time for Cursillo Tasmania and the energy, enthusiasm and generosity of the 

Fourth Day Community has been awesome.  I'm thrilled that Ruth and Lee have taken up the baton from 

Peter and me - they are already bringing fresh energy, gifts and ideas to the movement.  May the Lord 

continue to use Cursillo as a powerful method to nurture and inspire his people and, through them, 

to bring new disciples into his Kingdom. Ultreya! 

Ruth and David on Flinders Island 

     Farewell to Wes James-a hardworking member of Cursillo Tasmania 

Wes started his journey with Cursillo Tasmania with M1 in 2001. Wes was quietly enthusiastic and willing 

to be involved in the Men’s weekends. He was on Team for M12, M13, M15, M17, M19, M20, M22, M24. 

He was lay coordinator for M13. Following an interest in websites he developed one for Cursillo Tas in 

2010 and stayed on as the Webmaster until this year when he was decommissioned on October 3rd.  

Over those years he developed it as a vital form of outreach and source of information for Cursillistas 

and non-Cursillistas alike. Earlier this year we heard the sad news that he was suffering from Motor  

Neuron Disease. On October 11th Wes passed on to greater glory. We will remember him with gratitude 

and love. Please join me in giving thanks to God for Wes who was a good and faithful servant. 

Ruth Thomas DLD 


