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RAINBOW CONNECTION 

Reflection on John 2:6-11 from Diocesan Spiritual Advisor Peter Johnson 

 (full transcript at cursillotasmania.org.au) 

Peter has focused on the final verse of the reading because it sums up the theme of MW 34 ,‘Rest in the 

Lord.’ The hope and confidence of those who were there at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, were all 

wrapped up in response to knowing Jesus. But this wasn’t all. A huge sentence follows, ‘And they put 

their faith in him.’   

Their attention to Jesus from then on was active; and their witness to Jesus continued after his death and 

resurrection. Yes, they rested in the Lord, and let’s all do that; but let’s rest in the knowledge that he is 

with us and let’s serve him. For yes, Jesus has revealed himself, and his glory, to each one of us too, and 

what happened? Well, we also have put our faith in him. This is what we mean by ‘Rest in the Lord.’    

Yes, rest in the Lord; there it is. But no, this does not mean sit back and let God deal with all the prob-

lems! There will be problems but, interestingly, they will all be made by humanity. So no, we’re not to sit 

back and watch it all happen, that’s the wrong way of thinking about it. Rest in the Lord is a command.  

‘put all our confidence in the fact that the Lord will deliver us’.   

Faith is what John is talking about. We know that, through faith, we can put all our trust in God and 
through faith, we can indeed ‘rest in the Lord.’ But, to rest in the Lord we need to be active and as Cur-

sillistas we’re called to be active Christians. What we do in Cursillo is just that. Our coming together, in 

happier times physically in Group Reunions or Ultreyas, and our coming together today electronically, is a 

part of this process as we encourage each other. Ultreya! 

At the end of the Communion Service we’re given an instruction, and this is it. ‘Go, in peace, to love and 

serve the Lord.’ Through Cursillo, we’re obeying that instruction. We are to care for ourselves and each 

other as we look outward into a world that needs our help if they are to give their lives to Christ We 

need to recognise something for ourselves, and then extend it to others in Spiritual need. There is no 

purpose in knowing ‘about’ God; or ‘about’ Jesus. What we are here to do to know God and go out in 

his service.  Resting in the Lord is active.  Resting in the Lord is going outward.   But, resting in the Lord 

is the knowledge that He will be with us all the way. 

All Cursillo events including the MW43 weekend and Ultreyas have been postponed . 

The recent secretariat meeting Zoom-style.. 

Thanks to those Cursillistas who helped with the Diocesan Ordination on Feb 29th. Their good- 

humoured assistance was greatly appreciated. Bishop Richard sent the following note. 

Dear Jane and your friendly team of Cursillistas. Thanks so much for your helpful, cheerful, servant-hearted,  

hospitable and gracious assistance at the ordination on Saturday. We were blessed by you and pray a blessing on 

you. Warmly, Richard. 

A photo on Jane’s way back from UK on a  

repatriation flight which Shirley has entitled 

 “de Colores!”  



                                      News from New Town/Lenah Valley from Ruth Thomas 

We started Livestream 10am Sunday services on March 22nd. It has been good to see more people link-

ing in each week. Some on lap tops, smart phones (for vision and sound) and also landlines (for sound on-

ly).  It is a joy to see the familiar faces in the gallery view around the central screen. Some of our former 

congregation members who have moved interstate and overseas have joined in too. Friends and family 

from around Tassie have also linked up. David and I have a daughter Mary (Mez to her Cursillo friends on 

W20A and W23) who is a NHS nurse in one of London's ICUs for COVID-19 patients. On Sat 25th 

April Mary was on night shift. At 1.30am Sunday (London time) she was on her rest break. Mary text 

'hello' to David's phone. We were at home participating in our 10 am church service.  David text back 

"church time". Mary immediately text back "What's the Zoom link?" and very quickly we saw her name 

come up in the gallery view. A little while later she turned on her camera and we saw her face. Mary was 

able to stay for the rest of the service and for the joint chat time afterwards. Some of the congregation 

recognised her and got quite excited. I was thrilled to see her and very reassured to see that she looked 

so well. The timing of her rest break was God's gift. A Godincidence, not coincidence. Praise the Lord. 

Mary(Mez) sent 2 photos of herself at the Nightin-

gale Hospital in work gear. One is in their rest 

lounge in front of the pictures sent in by school chil-

dren to the NHS. The other is Mary in full Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE) that all staff wear when 

at work with the COVID-19  

patients. It looks like Mary is in an empty space, 

when in fact it is the admissions area where she had 

been working the day before. The whole room is 

set up ready for the patients to be "hooked up" to 

oxygen immediately. We give thanks that no one 

had been admitted by the time Mary got her co-

worker to take the photo. Praise the Lord for quiet 

times in any hospital during this pandemic. 

                                                   A Message from Shirley Tongue  

The peace of the Lord be with you all!  In the last Rainbow Connection, I welcomed you to “another ex-

citing year on the Cursillo calendar.” I certainly wasn’t anticipating the truly bizarre turn the year has tak-

en.  I pray that you are all keenly aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence with you at this time.  To those who 

are in health or other essential services, a huge ‘thank you’ for all you are doing to keep the rest of us 

safe and functioning.  May the Lord keep you and your families well. To those who are “staying safe, stay-

ing at home”, may he fill you with his peace and enfold you in his love. 

I pray that most of you have been able to gather, albeit virtually, with others on Sundays.  Our clergy are 

doing a fantastic job of providing services and Bible studies etc, online. The learning curve has been ex-

tremely steep for most and the creativity being displayed is impressive. There is a huge amount of Chris-

tian material available online, but please be like the Berean Jews, whom Luke described as “of more noble 

character than those in Thessalonica, for they …. examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul 

said was true.” (Acts 17:11) Be discerning, people, as there’s a lot of attractive, but misleading teaching 

out there in the ether. Study is good! Check what you are reading / hearing against God’s revealed Word 

in the Bible. 
We may not be able to gather, but Cursillistas have not been inactive. I have had reports of Group Reun-

ions taking place via ZOOM, or telephone. Well done, people!  We conducted a strange Secretariat 

meeting at the beginning of April, via email exchanges. It worked, but was cumbersome and time-

consuming, and we all missed the fellowship and laughter of our normal meetings. We might join the 

ZOOM boom next time. Business was accomplished, even though a lot of it was ‘wait and see’, depending 

upon ongoing restrictions. One area we are exploring is introducing a youth version of Cursillo, or a simi-

lar programme. A few Cursillistas have been caught up in quarantine isolation, including our Secretary, 

Jane. Some may have lost their jobs. Some may be struggling with loneliness or anxiety.   

Please pray that our God, who knows what we need before we ask, will meet all our needs according to 

the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. (Phil 4:19). 


